
Harney ESD
Winter 2021

Important Dates

February 26, 2021
❏ Phonemic Awareness to Phonics 

Workshop, 8:30-noon

February 26, 2020
❏ Writing Scoring Workshop, 12:30 

p.m.

March 10, 2021
❏ HESD Board Meeting, 1:30 p.m.

April 6, 2021 
Rural Virtual Science Fair 
Projects Due

April 14, 2021
❏ HESD Board Meeting, 1:30 p.m.

March 21 is Absolutely Incredible Kid 
Day! Here’s a Shout-Out to all those 

incredible kids out there!

Check out our website!
www.harneyesd.k12.or.us
Twitter: twitter.com/HarneyService

Winter Greetings From the Office Crew!

Tech Tip!

At Harney ESD, we periodically 
remind our staff and schools…

BE SAFE online…
NEVER click on a questionable link 

in an email…
NEVER share personal information 

with any unsolicited party…

When in doubt, CHECK IT OUT. 

We are happy to help our schools, 
just give us a call. 541-573-4821.

Harney County’s Chamber of 
Commerce 2021 Boss of the Year 
is Superintendent Shannon Criss!

When the staff at Harney ESD got 
notice of nominations being accepted 
for the Chamber’s 2021 Boss of the 
Year, we knew we had an inspiring 
candidate! Employees and board 

members sent letters to the 
committee and we are so honored to 
announce that we do, indeed, have a 

winner! 

Shannon has exemplified a hard work 
ethic, positivity and cultivating 

community partnerships since taking 
a leadership role at Harney ESD in 

the summer of 2019.

In these days of the pandemic, a 
regular banquet wasn’t held, but the 
Chamber put on a nice reception in 

the Chamber Building. 
Congratulations Shannon!
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Meet Carlee Stutz, Harney ESD’s SIA Coordinator

Solving a Mystery and 
Earning the Golden Plunger 

Award!

Hat’s off to Business Manager Cori 
Wright! Her perseverance paid off 
when Harney ESD was 
experiencing some mysterious 
unpleasant smells of unknown 
origin. A plumber was called, city 
crews checked our sewer 
lines...finally Cori persisted and 
asked the city to check out other 
lines down the street. Voila, they 
found the plug and the smell 
miraculously went away. This 
problem made for some very 
unpleasant working conditions and 
we are pleased to announce a 
newly invented “Golden Plunger 
Award Winner.”

Carlee Stutz comes to us from Colorado. 
After visiting the area this past summer while 
taking a silversmithing class, she fell in love 
with the community and rural lifestyle.  As our 
Student Investment Account Student 
Engagement and Technical Assistance 
Advisor, she will be working amongst our 
rural component schools to enhance career 
exploration opportunities. While that will be 
her primary role Carlee will be assisting us in 
a variety of other ways. As Carlee meets with 
teachers in the districts, she will be making 
plans for upcoming events. Already, the 
events include a Virtual Science Fair in April 
and Fair in the Field, a joint venture with High 
Desert Partnership.

Please join us in welcoming Carlee as she 
makes the rounds visiting our schools.
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Our Board Members are Super Heroes

Not all Super Heroes wear masks and capes but Harney 
ESD’s Board of Directors certainly fit the criteria for their 
amazing super powers. Every one of our members is 
dedicated to our local schools and the children that are 
educated in them. This devotion has them traveling many 
miles and spending countless hours making sure the kids 
in the community are getting the best education they can 
get. Some of the ESD board members are also on the 
board in their local communities. 

We are so grateful for the dedication and wisdom of Chair 
Doug Stott, Vice-Chair Sandy Volle, and members Julie 
Weikel, Charles Dunten, Dan Brown, Kirk Davies and Pat 
Sharp. Thank you for making such a positive difference in 
the community!
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School Radon Testing Conducted in December & January

Harney ESD, all rural schools and the Crane Schools, including Silvies River Charter School, 
conducted radon testing in December and January. The testing in the schools was financed by a 
TAP (Technical Assistance Program) grant from ODE. 

The test consists of test kit packages that are hung for a minimum of three days and a maximum 
of seven days. The kits are hung around eye level in locations that won’t be disturbed and away 
from direct sunlight, heat sources and windows, exterior walls, doorways and hallways. After the 
designated time, the kits are then sent off to the lab for analysis.

Retests were conducted in instances where results were higher than expected, or if the package 
had been disturbed. 

No mitigation is needed at this time. Test results can be found on the Harney ESD website:
Healthy & Safe Schools - Harney Education Service District (harneyesd.k12.or.us)
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Finally, a Better Internet Solution for Rural Schools

One of the most exciting developments to come 
about from Distance Learning and Technology 
grants is the installation of wireless towers in 
four of our small districts. Pine Creek, Drewsey, 
Double O and Suntex should see increases of 
bandwidth many times greater than what they 
have ever had available before. Thanks to 
MiWave Internet and a state grant, these 
schools are getting up and running and getting 
the kinks out. In the past, the schools have been 
forced to rely on T1 lines, wireless hotspots and 
even satellite, and none of the above have been 
enough to meet their needs. Thanks to Harney 
ESD and grants in the past, Crane, Diamond 
and Frenchglen have had wireless internet for 
several years. MiWave was unable to reach to 
Fields, and we are still helping the school 
explore options there.
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Thank you Sergeant Williams 
and Sergeant Timko for 
coming to read to our Early 
Childhood Center classes!
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The Early Childhood Center
February Pajama/ Valentine Party


